
27986 Federal Register / Vol. 58, No. 90 / Wednesday,May 12,1993 / ProposedRules

DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-day Folding for Petition
to List Flatwoods Salamander as
Endangered or Threatened and
Designate Critical Habitat

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of petition finding.
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SUMMARY: TheServiceannouncesthe
90-dayfinding on apendingpetition to
add theflatwoodssalamander,
Ambystornacingulatum,to theLists of
EndangeredandThreatenedWildlife
andPlants,It is the finding of the
Servicethatthepetition doesnot
presentsubstantialinformation
indicating thattherequestedactions
maybe warranted,
DATES: This finding wasmadeMay 6,
1993.
ADDRESSES: Commentsandmaterials
concerningthis petition shouldbe sent
to U.S. FishandWildlife Service,6578
DogwoodView Parkway,suiteA,
Jackson,MS 39213. Thepetition,
finding, andsupportingdataare
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormal business
hoursat theaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Linda LaClaireor Mr. JamesStewartat
theaboveaddress.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background
Section4(b)(3)(A)of theEndangered

SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), asamended
in 1982 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),requires
that theServicemakeafinding on
whethera petitionto list, delist,or
reclassifya speciespresentssubstantial
scientific or commercialinformationto
demonstratethatthepetitionedaction
maybe warranted.To themaximum
extentpracticable,this finding is to be
madewithin 90 daysof the receiptof
thepetition, andthe finding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If the finding is positive, the
Serviceis alsorequiredto promptly
commenceareviewof thestatusof the
involved species.

The Servicehasreceivedandmadea
90-dayfinding on apetition from the
Biodiversity LegalFoundationandMs.
ElizabethCsrltonto determinethe
flatwoodssalamander,Ambystoma
cinguloturr, as an endangeredor
threatenedspeciesthroughoutits
historic rangeandto determinocritical
habtat.Thepetition wasdatedMay 8,
1992.The petition lists theh~atoric
rangeas five southeasternStates:
Alabama,Florida, Georgia,Mississippi,
andSouthCarolina.The petitioners
contendthattheavailableevidence
indicatesthat thepopulationof
flstwcodssalamanderhasdeclined
procirdtously,is in direstraitsand
req’.i~resu.r~entprotectivemeasures,

TheServicehasreviewedthepetition,
its supportingdateandotheravailable
literature,in additionto contacting
individualswith knowledgeof this
species.Thepetitiondoesnot provide
any information on this speciesthatwas

not alreadyavailableto theServh~e,and
theavailabledatedo not providean
adequatebasisfor judgingprotection
needsundertheAct. While declinesof
this speciescanbereasonably
presumed,basedon lossand
modificationof habitat,muchof the
rangehasnot beenadequatelysurveyed
in recentyears.

Informationon currentstatuscanbe
briefly summarizedasfollows. No
significantsurveywork hasbeen
conductedin Alabamaduringthe last
decade.Surveysconductedin Florida in
thewinters of 1990—91and1991—92
locatedflatwoodssalamandersat atotal
of 40 sites,mostlywithin the
ApalachicolaNationalForest.In
Georgia,therehasapparentlybeenno
concertedeffort to collect thespeciesin
recentyears.Oneadult was capturedin
SouthCarolinain early1992,but recent
surveywork hasbeenverylimited. The
lonerecordfor this speciesin
Mississippiis generallyconsideredto be
an errorby herpetologists.Further
detailsregardingthebiological statusof
thespeciesarecontainedin the
administrativefinding. Interested
personsmayobtainacopy of the
finding by contactingtheoffice
indicatedin theADDRESSES sectionof
this notice.

The flatwoodssalamanderhasbeen
includedin theService’s
comprehensivenoticesof reviewfor
animalspublishedin theFederal
Registerof December30, 1982 (47 FR
58454),September18, 1985 (50FR
37958),January6, 1989(54FR 554),and
November21, 1991 (56FR 58804).The
flatwoodssalamanderwasincludedin
eachof thesenoticesasacategory2
candidatefor listing. A category2 taxon
is onefor which informationin
possessionof the Serviceindicatesthat
proposingto list asendangeredor
threatenedis possiblyappropriate,but
for whichconclusivedataon biological
vulnerabilityandthreatarenot
currently availablato supporta
proposedrule.

TneServicehasdeterminedthat the
petitionto list the flatwoodssalamander
doesnot presentsubstantialinformation
ind~cctingthatthepetitionedaction
mc~be ~arranted. A determinationof
‘boy bewarranted”has,in effect,
alreadybeanmadeby theService
throughinclusionof the flatwoods
salamanderasa category2 speciesin
thevariousnoticesof reviewcited
above,ThecurrentpetiUonis redundant
to oncoingactivities,providesno new
ir~rnustionandwould not triggerthe
statusi~viowprocessthat theAct
intendsto resu1t.~romapositivefinding.

The Servicesuspectsthis speciesis in
declinethroughoutits historic range,

andfor thatreasonhascontractedfor
field surveysto betterdeterminecurrent
distribution andstatus.Completionof

- the statussurveysandadecisionon
protectionneedsareexpectedin late
1993. The Servicewill remaininterested
in any additionalinformationabout
populationtrendsfor this speciesas it
maybecomeavailable~

Authors

This noticewaspreparedby Mr.
JamesStewartandMs. Linda LaClaire
(seeADORESSES section).
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